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Residents Take Over
Mobile Home Park
G pente of

bile home park on Manasota Key officially be-
came owners of their park Thursday, at a cer-
emony marking the $3.25 million purchase.

The homeowners association board of direc-
tors signed the papers converting it to the
Gulf-to-Bay Cooperative Inc., marking the
end of eight months of negotiations.

Almost 75 percent of the 113 homeowners
have joined in the purchase.

Allison Brown, president of the homeown-
ers assoclation, said she expects the remain-
ing property owners to-buy in soon.

“We’ve already launched into the business
of running the park,” Brown said.

“There have been a lot of volunteers beauti-
fying the area, cleaning out park buildings,
and painting. The very fact that there were 65
members at today’s meeting is evidence
there’s a lot of excitement.”

The homeowners association incorporated
in 1984, with the idea that if the park’s owner,
Jack Giguere, ever put the park up for sale,
the residents would have a chance to buy it,
Brown said.

Gulf-to-Bay is just north of Englewood Pub-
lic Beach.




| MISSION POSSIBLE: RESIDE

Purchase
spares
slice of
paradise

When Gulf-to-Bay Mobile
Home Parlc came up for
sale, the residents decided
to buy it. They paid it off
15 years carly.

By Jaunes Roland
STAFFWITER

_bizon Brows anel her Golf-to-Bay Mo-
il Home Park neighbors watches with
dread each time o new condaminium
sprang up on Manizata Key.

Their quaine Tittle park, built during
Florida's firsz huilding boom just after
World War 10, seermei m danger af he-
coming & casualty of the 1950 cansteng-
Liom Lraze. S i 1984, park restdents or-
pamzed and hegan considering the
preionsly unchinkahle: W nos Buw che
perk from owner Jack Gignere?

e residents began o worry that
aur paradize was going to disappear,”
Browa sand, “Dnoce we organized, we
sent Jetters Lo Mr, Giguere saving that if
he ever wanted to sell, we koped he'd
give 15 fret dibbics. And le did,"

A visitor to the pack's clubhouse lasr
Besemnber would have seen o Korbel-fu-
eled celebration of the residents' offnms.

A copy of the mortgage went up in
flames, the champagne corks pooped and
the self-relianl residents proodly ek
ownaeship of their slice of pard se,

Lonr manntles laler, cesidents of the [it-
tle Manaznots Key park are 2l in g oule-
Branory mingd.

"It the result of a lat of hard work
Trezmall mesnbers of the parck," said Bob
Sternburgzh, president of the Gulf-to-Lay
board of cheectors, “We're verv exciced.”

And why not? The 113-:00c “sdult ze-
mior park” was paid off fee vears foom
the dane of purehase — 15 veors shead of
sthedule.

“We accamplished senething that &
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Don F'Baga. left, and Jim Neff build cabinets for Neff's kitchen at Gulf-tg-
Bay Mobile Home Park. Residants volunteer to maintain the park.

IoL of pecple 2aid wis fmpossible,” said
Les Downing, whe with Alison Brown
and Freeman Croshy spesrheaded the
purekige,

For seven years, praperly owners
wiiled for their chanse. I came when
Wesl Charlatee Utilities snnouneed thar
hezorlsimgs up the park to pentrad scwer sar.
vies winl cost about STHEKME Lhe cwn-
er sand he winted to sell.

Criguere of Bocz Grande asel the rosi-
dents” associalicn, with the heln of Saca-

anta atiosney Llarlen Daoler, negotiated
& §d milliom purchase, which included the
SRy connachions,

Indivicual lois were zold for betwesn
531961 and $46,175, amounts that in-
chided sewes charges and legzl fees, [n
five vears, all thelots sold — maast o cor-
rent resitlenls

“Duirieg that Ume, evervthing wae
complecely redone,” said baand memnber
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Mobile home park in residents’ hands
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watch sunsaeds,

Om the bay side, & nacrow road

Tick Leper. "We didn't let anyihing
go while we paid off the mactgage.”

Besidents are quick to point gut
Lhaf bl woak: i done throwgh volun-
leer labor. There is no paid manag-
&r, and the residents look for bar-
gains wherever they can find them,

“It"s been a cooperative cftort,”
Brown said, "We ha'-'l.m't spent any
money neediessly,

To cxplain whtihs lots sold so
guickly, Stemnburgh points to 2 line
from 2 copy of "The Listemag
Post,” the park newsletter, The ling
reads, “. .. it is probably Uhe only
spot in southwestern Florada which
has the beautiful Gulf on one side
and Lemon Bay on the other,”

Most of the homes ace rext o Lhe
bay side of Manazota Key, a shell's
throw north of Englewaead Pulhc
Beach. The gulf sige of the: porls in-

cludes & but where folks gather o

winds st the boat docks and
throagh the park, o sins-aplashed Lie-
e wnclave sueroweded by multisto-
v comdaminivm developrents and
dorfed with palm trees. Lawn chairs
qeeupy the shady portions of mani-
cured vards, and bicveles or tricy-
cles are parxed next to hemes.
It's the kind of place where a rest-
dent cam pop apen the hoad of hiz car
and have two ar three halpers in
minutes. And a calendas of activicies
includes rehearsals and percfor-
mances of the Kitchen Band and
Charus, bingo, acls arl crafts, line
dancing, card games, exerize cliss-
e3, monthly group dinners, shafla
toard leagues, and the list goes o
The Latest project colls fas the reno-
vation of the ceceeation hall.
Althcugh the residents take great
pride in what Lhey have accom-
plizhed on their own, they cannnt

sy emanigh good things abaut attor-
ney Domber,

“He was the one whao really
belped s out,™ Downing said.
“Make sure you get his name.™

Domber recalled the day of the
clozing with fondness, Some board
members attended the daylong
cvent, while ather residenls wiilisd
anxiously at the park, resdy e
celehnake.

It wias o wery happy di for me,”
e saiel, “They bave a great stocy to
tell, A lot of them nevar fhought
they'd hive an opportuimty L own
those properties.”

Domber added that the Gull-ta-
Bay purchaze was paid off faster
thzn zny of the dogens with which
iz has been involved,

"They've done very well,” he
gaid, “Theyre a vory congental
group of homeowners and they've
mznaged to  presecve  their
lifestyle.”



